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es. SOHOOL REPORT. 


~*~ Fetiow Citizens: In presenting this, our second 
~~ * annual report, we beg leave to assure you that we 


iy Vand hope you will give the points discussed your can- 
a> 2 did consideration. It amounts to very little, to spend 
“time and money in inspecting and reporting upon the 
condition and wants of our schools, if we pass them 
by, as many of us do the sermons we hear, without 
an effort at improvement. If we would have good 
schools, we must have an active, intelligent interest 
in them, and not only know their wants, but provide 
for them. It is not our intention, however, to speak 
of these matters here ; they will be taken up and 
considered in the latter part of this report. At pres- 
ent we invite your attention to a few brief comments 
upon the schools individually. 


District No. 1. 
SUMMER TreRM,—Ellen M. Kennedy, Hancock, Teacher. 


This was a good school. The teacher possessed 
more than ordinary qualifications in scholarship, 1n- 
dustry, and experience ; and the pupils, such of them 


*” ¥ 


he have made the subject of our schools a careful study, | 


> 


ad 
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as were punctual and regular in their attendance, 
made good progress in theit studies. 


WinTER ‘T'erm,—Henry D. Chapin, Antrim, Tedohem ‘ | 


Mr. Chapin is a gentleman of large experience and 
excellent qualifications. We congratulate the district 


upon their good fortune in securing -the services of 
one so well qualified and not above teaching the com- 
mon branches. Over thirty pupils have practiced .~ 


penmanship as a regular exercise during the past 
term. Especial prominence was given to orthogra- 
phy, bemg made a subject of daily study, drill, and 
criticism. When the classes in arithmetic came out 
for examination, we felt a little disappoimted, think- 
ing they were hardly as ready in their answers as 
they should be ; but on taking their slates and show- 
ing us what they could do, we were still more disap- 
pointed. We found them quicker and more ready 
than the committee-man himself: «We venture the 
opinion that in the rapidity of their arthmetical ope- 
rations, orthography, and penmanship, No. 1 stands 
at the head. With much to praise, there were some 
drawbacks to the general prosperity of this school. 
There was much tardiness and irregular attendance,— 
no new thing. Nearly one-fourth the value of the 
schools in this district is lost, in consequence of these 
two most disgraceful habits. We hope the people 
will see to it, that this leak is stopped at once. 


District No. 2. 
Summer Trerm,— Miss Mary G. Comstock, Frances- 
town, Teacher. 


This school was prosperous, as a whole, being con- 


_ siderably above the average. Discipline very good. 


~ 
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Fait Term,—Miss Comstock, Teacher. 


g 3 We visited this school at the commencement, and 
found the machinery in good working condition; but, 


owing toa misunderstanding as to the time of its 
closing, the committee was not present. We under- 


tory. 


4 Winter Trrm,— Miss Mary Knowlton, Stoddard, 


. 
Yu 
an 
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‘Teacher, 


Miss K. taught with her usual good success. The 


classes In grammar, geography, philosophy, and alge- 


bra appeared to advantage. 
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_ District No. 83. 
Summer TERM.—Miss H. M. Barker, Hancock, Teacher. 


Miss B. did her best, and, in the language of one of 


our most esteemed citizens who was present at the 


examination, “added another to the already long list 


of good “chools that have been taught in No. 3.” 


WINTER Tunic ¥Miss Martha R. Wilder, Peterboro’, 
‘Teacher. 


Miss W. is a graduate of one of the best seminaries 
in New England, and, in addition to the highest stand- 
ard of scholarship, has had an experience of nearly 
fifty months as a teacher. We might speak of all the 
classes individually and praise them heartily, but it 1s 
not necessary. Nearly every parent in the district 


was present at the examination ; and we presume we 


shall but express the general sentiment, when we say 
the school was one of rare excellence, and has never 
been surpassed in No. 3. 
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stood from Mr. Knight, that erenenele was satisfac- . 4 


whens 
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District No: 4. 
ss Dorothy M. Wilder, Stoddard; 


Teacher. 


WINTER 


This is among the smallest schools in town, as to 
numbers ; but the past term of twelve weeks was one 
of much industry and profit. The reading and spel- 
ling exercises were fair, geography very thorough, 
and penmanship seldom equalled. Discipline good. ° 


District No. 65. 
Winter TerM,—Miss UL. A. Symonds, Hancock, 
Teacher, 


This school is very small in numbers, and the schol- . 


_ars are all young. We think Miss. did well, consid- 
ering what she had to do with. We don’t accuse the 
people in this part of the town of undervaluing the 
import ance of the’ common schools ; for it is hard 
keeping up an interest in a school which has dwindled 
down to five or six scholars. Still these five or six 
scholars must be educated ; and we see no way but 
that the parents and young people here must wake 
up and do somethng more for their schools. A 
glance at what No. 5 was twenty-five years ago, ought 
to stimulate them to new and greater efforts. 


» District No. 6. 
ScumMMER T’ermM,— Miss Melissa L. Carlton, Hancock, 
Teacher. 
_.. This school has some very good habits. The schol- 
“ars are respectful to teachers, regular in their atten- 
dance, and studious. The teacher was ambitious to 
succeed, and spared no pains to that end. The ex- 


7 
‘ amination was a very pleasant one,.and showed good 
_ progress. 


Winter Treru.—Miss Abbie M. Washburn, Hancock, 
Teacher. 


This school, as usual, appeared well at the exami- 
9 : 


nation ; and the relations between teacher and pupils 
were of the happiest character. The only fault we 
have to find with No. 6 is, there is not enough of it. 


District No: 7. 
WINTER TERM,—Miss Sarah A. Travis, Antrim, Teacher. 


This was Miss ‘7s first school, and, being well qual- 
ified as to scholarship, we saw no reason why she 


should not teach a good school. On visiting the 


school, we gave the teacher and pupils our best :ad- 


&, 


vice? and left them with wishes for their suecess. As 


we understand by the prudential committee, Mr. An- 


drew B. Sait the school closed pee aiarely, on ac- 
count of ill lie: uth of teacher. 


District No® & 
SumMMER TERM,—Miss Cate L. Carr, Newport, Teacher. 


Though several of the classes appeared well, this 
school, as a whole, hardly came up to our expectations. 
Several of the parents, however, expressed the opin- 
ion that their children never learned better. We 
think the teacher did her best. 


Winter TeRM,—Miss Emily Derby, Dublin, Teacher. 


Miss D. is a very thorough, systematic scholar, and 


we hoped much from her connection with this school, 


as quite a number of our scholars are nearly grown 


up, and it would afford them a rare opportunity; but 
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so far as some of these are concerned, the opportunity 


was in a great measure lost through insubordination. 


We don’t know as the teacher possessed the faculty 
of enforcing discipline, and at the same time securmg 


that respect and love from her pupils which is always 


so. desirable ; but we don’t think she asked anything nm 


The evils resulting to a school from a few disorderly 
boys, even for a single term, are almost imealculable. 
Beside the loss which they sustam imdividually in 
, scholarship, so essential to thei future welfare and 
ac ‘usefulness, the seeds of untold mischief are sown in 
| the school, which years may not remove. In spite 
" . of the untoward influences above ‘alluded to, the ex- 
- amination.at the close proved that in the main this 
term was well improved. In addition to the usual 
branches, there was a fine class in phy siology and one 
in United States history, in which; the members ex- 

hibited good proficiency. 


District No. 9. 
SUMMER 'lERM.—Miss Hattie H. Bancroft, Teacher. 


This was Miss B’s second term in the place, and 
she has uniformly given good satisfaction to all. 


WINTER TErm— Miss s Helen F. Knight, Hancock, 
% Teacher. ) 


Miss. K comes fully up to the standard of a thor- 
ough, practical teacher. No. 9 never appeared so 
well as on last ‘examination day. The scholars ex- 
hibited a good degree of famiharity with their studies, 
and nearly every parent in the district was on the 
- ground to see and hear for himself. As this school 


unreasonable, and she should have been obeyed.**, .3 
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appears to be coming up, while others are hardly 


holding their own, the question may very properly 
be asked, as to the cause. We think the reason is to 


- be found in the fact that the people are wide awake, 

. interested in their school, visiting it frequently, and 

_, hire the best teachers they can get. We hope they 
will not relax in their efforts. 


Having thus briefly referred to the schools individ- 
ually, we pass to.the consideration of some of the 
evils which afflict them generally. Among the most ' 
prominent of these, are tardiness, irregular attendance, 
lack of thoroughness, lack of discipline, Jack of thor- 
oughly qualified teachers, and last, though not least, 


small schools. 


We think fully one-fourth of the value of some of 
the schools is lost through tardiness and irregular at- 
tendance. This is an evil for which parents alone 
are responsible, and we pronounce it an unmitigated 
shame and a disgrace. In order toreach the difficulty, 
it would be well for the people to meet and talk the 
matter over, and after coming to an understanding 
in regard to it, adopt some sort of by-laws for its sup- 
pression. ; 

Lack of thoroughness: is but a volt name for lazi- 
ness ; and the mischief which it works in the charac- 
ter of our young men is immense. It is a rust which 
eats away the edge of the finest intellect, a canker 
that poisons the soul. Parents and teachers, see to 
it, that those entrusted to your charge are saved from 


10. 


falling into this‘most deplorable of all habits, laziness. 
Teach the scholar thoroughness, self-reliance, and in- 
dustry, and he*may conquer the world. ‘Without 
them he can accomplish nothing. 

Lack of discipline isa standing charge against many 
of-our best teachers and best schools. Many can 
teach well, but cannot govern well; and, since it is a 
very rare qualification and seldom found in perfection, 
we think the whole responsibility of school govern- 
ment should not be thrown upon the shoulders of the 
teacher, but should be borne m part by the people of 
the district.; at least, so far as to have it understood 
that the people back the teacher. By so doing we 
might add one-half to the value of our schools. 

We need more well-qualified teachers. Some are 
too young, and fail through lack of judgment and 
discretion in government. Others are lacking in 
scholarship. When, it is generally understood that 
we demand higher qualifications, and are willing to 
pay for them, it is likely the supply will be equal to 
the demand. ‘Our motto should be, larger teachers 


and larger pay. * . 

We come now; to the evil of small schools. The 
only practical remedy that we can think of is union. 
Two or three districts might unite, thereby affording 
the means of nearly doubling the length of the schools, 
beside much improving their character. We have 
thought of this; but, taking distance and cross-roads 
into consideration, this plan is open to more objections 
than that of uniting all the districts in one, at the 
centre, without securing half the advantages ; and 
hence we are inclined to favor the more radical idea 


of a grand: union of all the schools at the centre. 
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This scheme, if adopted, would afford the means of 
supporting a first-class school the. year round, and 
place a thorough education within the reach of every 
poor boy and girl in town. 

We might go on and speak of the expense attending 
our present system, of the shortness of the schools, and 
of their inefficiency. We might contrast our little, — 
feeble, two-months schools, as at present constituted, 
with a large school at the centre, well provided with 
competent teachers, and furnished with all necessary 
apparatus to illustrate the sciences ; and show a great 


advantage, we think, in favor of the latter. -Still 


there is something that may be said on the other 
side of the question, ‘The main objection to union, 
undoubtedly, will be the distance; but this objection 
might be urged with equal force agamst .a single 
church, store, or post-office. Those living in remote 
parts of the town must make up their minds to some 
inconveniences. How far this objection of distance 
may be overcome or modified by dividing among a 
neighborhood the labor of carrying the children to 
school, or how heavy this objection would be, weighed 
against the superior advantages of a better and longer 
school, are questions that every one must decide for 
himself. 

In conclusion, let me say, though we are sorely di- 


vided in politics and cannot be expected to agree as 


republicans and democrats, let us all “resolve. to be 
united as friends of education, and all work together 
for the good of our schools. Let us resolve that we — 
will not only sustain them, but improve them. Let 
us remember that in the future, as in the past, the 


stability of our republican institutions must rest upon 


the intelligence and virtue of the people. If we 
» would not have our sons play the part of mere auto- 
- matons upon the political chess-board, dancing to the 
4 music of some corrupt party juggler behind the — 
» screens, we must educate them, educate them. 
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School Statistics. 
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Total, 196 


TREASURER'S REPORT, 


A. D. Turrix, Town Treasurer, in account with the town of 


Hancock, 
DEBTOR. 

To cash in treasury at close of last settlement,  ~ $802 76 
an) pee *d of Collector Emerson for 1866, 643 27 
peat ie “ State Treas., Savings Bank tak, 1867, 295 69 
eo sk Go be. $* “ Railroad tax, 1867, 237.72 
ae aa oy Uma « — Literary Fund, 1867, 29 40 
ane « « County for one County pauper, » 52.00 
om « « Hiram Fuller, interest on money, 38 88 » 
eo met Ceunty for Kelly family, 38 98 
ts « “6 Librarian for fines, +. 92 
we “«. « County for Kelly family, 9°79 | 

A. «  « Collector Emerson for 1867, 4369 81 
e758 « ~« for interest on money loaned, 3 50 
“6 « “% John H. Wood for use of Town Hall, 3 50 
bia te GAP Fate Collests Robbe for 1864, 9 74 
“ 3 “ce 74 6s P8Ge, 38 14 

% $6574 10 
CREDIT. 


By cash paid to the several School Districts, which sum in- 
cludes the Literary Fund for 1867, and a just propemen of the 
Railroad tax. 


Dist. No. 1. Henry W. Ware, Pr udential Committee, $213 91 
«  « -9#John’C. Brooks, e : @ 92°31 
« oe 3. Wm. P. Jenkins, #7" A 96 97 


Dist. No. 4, téhn Welch, Prodential Committee 63.71; oe 
‘ 5, Alden S. Wood, 4, 90 94 enn 
om Coie G.. Wearnen Stearns, RS MN me $3 39 e 
“« « 7, Andrew B. Stone, . «s 12°18 
ee Cee ER. We, Brooke e, Ve ‘ADL Zaye . 
See « + #9 .Hiram D. Barker \ 4 ee 32 07. 3 ae 
: Pra Gy 10, in Dublin, J. 5. Cakig. Pr ty bs as 16 06 ‘, 
e $863. 33 
gat “ Paid for Support of Poor. 
.S D. ALA ght for Ward Ware and wife, $200 00 
*- «KE. Thayer, for Irena Hills, 75 00 
* +», fohn ‘A. Snow; for Ward Ware and wife six months, 100 00 
*.» Charles Hayw ard, for Osear Hall, 110 00 
-» Dr. E. S., Richardson, for Asa Hart, 32 00 
to’, “Mrs. M: H. Priest, for one county pauper, 52 00 
“David T.'Ware, for Lydia Russell, 78 00 
kw at A. De Tuttle, g coods for Oscar Hall, yt, 3 19 
A.D. Tuttle, goods ig ie family, 11 13 
A.C. Blood, * 10 18 
Orland Eaton, ms x is bi 3 27 
Orland, Eaton, Overseer’s pel 5 20 
Henry Knight, 6 y 14 00 
, $693 97 
Paid for Roads and Bridges. 
Ephraim Tyrrg, work on highway, February, 1867, $3 OU 
i em April, 1867, + 00 
Edward Eitay-wiak work on highway, 4 50 
C. P. Parkhurst, plank, and repairing bridge, | ~ 3 53 
Jason Robinson, plank for bridge, 3 08 
George Barney, plank for bridge, 817 
Wm. Dennis, work on Dennis ‘bridge, 1 00 
Wallace Sawyer, work on highway, | 2 25 
Giles C. Lakin, work on highway, 8 50 
Nag $38 03 
Non-resident highway tax, P . yp eee B33 64 
, % ‘ % 
. Paid Town Officers’ Bills. 
Charles ‘Turner, sexton, i a $3 60 
C. A. Whitaker, $8. S. Committee, idee ee 42 OU 


Richard Emerson; collector, ba, i 60 00 


15 


O. Eaton, journey to Nashua, and cash paid G. Y. Sawyer, 8 50 
Henry Knight, it being cash paid to A. Robbe and 

seven others, for @amage and cost (inéluding 

tax) on National Bank stock, assessed April, 1867, 361 26 


—_——- 


$623 43 
Paid Interest on. M bias" 
John Colony, interest on note, cle $300 00 
Money Loaned. 
Paid the Town of Peterboro’, and took note, | 600 00 
“« Avery M. Clark, es 4 a 200 00 
Paid State Treasurer, State tax, 1862 50 


“ County County “~ 556 50 
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A. D. Tuttle, treasurer, ‘pase 20 00 
“oe “« ‘town clerk, , 15 73 
Ti “« librarian, 25 00 
Henry Knight, selectman,  . | | 41 25 
Avery M. Clark, selectman,. + ; 81 00; 32 
Orland Eaton, selectman, Salle 34 00, 
Auditors’ bill, . ~—68 00 . 
$275 58 
Paid Miscellaneous Bills. oe, 
Farnum & Scott, printing town reports for 1867, ~ $1000 
&  «% «printing school reports for 1867, © _ 15 00 ° 
Jefferson Barney, tolling bell, “1 20 
M. Harrington, for keeping Mary McClusky, 2 00 
©. P. Parkhurst, for public watering tub, - 1 00 
Alonzo Hall, for public watering tub, OP oO; 
KE. Washburn, for public watering tub, 2 00 
Lois Wood, annuity, 18 00 
Scott & Smith, execution for highway, s 92°02 
Eastman & Cross, legal advice, ‘ace. 60 00 
John H. Wood, for town hall, | am DAS 
George Y. Sawyer, legal aves: m gi 2 0G 
Henry Knight, bl ank books, stationery, expenses to 
Concord, &., | 22 50 
O. Eaton, suryeyor's warrants, stationery, &c., + 00 
A. M. Clark, attending court at Nashua, 7 00 


16° 


Abatement of taxes for 1866,. 
(¢5 66 6% Gc 1867, , 
6 6 we 1864 and 1865, 


Damage occasioned by Dogs. 
Henry a3 Ahi i for one sheep killed, 


Recapitulation. 


¥ 


Money received by Treasurer, 


a! 


Money paid out by Treasurer : 


Paid the several school districts, $863 33 

_ .. Support ot the poor, " 693 97 
_* ‘Roads:and bridges, 88 03 
Non-resident highw: ay tax, | 33 64 
Town ofticers’ bills, , 275 58 
Miscellaneous bills, 623 43 
Interest on note, ‘ , 300 00 

~ Money loaned, 800 00 
State tax, * 4 1862 50 
County tax,, | 596 50 
Abatement. of taxes, 1866, 43 68 
lt ty ee ye 40 75 

RT i Pie 1864 and 1865, oy Vite 26 37 


Damage ‘occasioned by dogs, 


Balance in treasury, 


$6074 10 


2 50—$6160 28 


$413 82 


A. D. TUTTLE, Treasurer. 


We, the undersigned, have examined the foregoing accounts, 
and find them eee cast and duly vouched, and find a bal- 
ance in the Treasurer’s hands of four hundred and thirteen dol- 


lars and. pichty-ting, cents. 


JOEL GATES, 


_« EBENEZER WARE, ? AUDITORS. 


» ATRAM WHITTEMORE, 


Hancock, February 24, 1858. | ug hos 
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- REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
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Number of paupers supported by the town for the past year, 5 
Number assisted, 1 
Cost of supporting the town paupers as per treasurer’s 


report, $617 39, 
One county pauper, ; 52: 00.° , 
One family assisted, 24 68. 


There-will be due John A. Snow, May 8, 1868, for sup- 
port of Ward Ware and Wife—one hundred 
dollars having been paid— 7 $100 00 


HENRY KNIGHT, ) Overseers of 
‘ ORLAND'EATON, § the’ Poor. 


SELECTMENS’ REPORT. 


For tHE Yrar Enpine Maron 1, 1868. 


Outstanding Claims against the Town 
March 1, 1868. 


Cheshire Mills note, tam $5000 00 
Interest on Cheshire Mills note, 134 16 
Due John A, Snow, for support’ of Ward Ware and 

wife, May 3, 1868, 100 00 


+ 
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Due John H. Felch, March 10, 1868, for damage done 9 Sy 


| oa 
by dogs, 6 50 ak 
Balance of dog tax payable March 10, 1868, to the sev- % 
eral se ‘hoo! districts, P a 50 50 oe 
$5291716 
| Assets of the Town. 
Notes held against the town of Peterboro’ : $3600 00 
Interest on said notes, 291 55 
Avery M. Clark’s note, 200 00 
Money in treasury;*  * 413 82 
In collector Emerson’s hands for 1866, 28 00 
74 “ “ 121 45 
In collector’s hands of Milford, 7 45 
“ “ “: © Peterboro’ “ 271 67 
$4863 94 


Indebtedness of the town, $427 
’ Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY KNIGHT, Selectmen 


AVERY M. CLARK, 
‘ORLAND EATON, 


22—errors excepted. 
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